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The MacMillan Center
242 Luce Hall, 203.432.3107
http://europeanstudies.macmillan.yale.edu
M.A.

Chair
Edyta Bojanowska (Slavic Languages & Literatures)

Director of Graduate Studies
Marci Shore (marci.shore@yale.edu, 203.432.6792)

Professors Bruce Ackerman (Law), Julia Adams (Sociology), Lauren Benton (History;
Law), Dirk Bergemann (Economics; Computer Science), R. Howard Bloch (French),
Edyta Bojanowska (Slavic Languages & Literatures), David Bromwich (English), Paul
Bushkovitch (History), Francesco Casetti (Humanities; Film & Media Studies), Katerina
Clark (Comparative Literature; Slavic Languages & Literatures), Carolyn Dean (History;
French), Carlos Eire (History; Religious Studies), Paul Franks (Philosophy; Judaic
Studies; Religious Studies), Paul Freedman (History), Bryan Garsten (Political Science;
Humanities), John Geanakoplos (Economics), Harvey Goldblatt (Slavic Languages &
Literatures), Bruce Gordon (Divinity; History), Philip Gorski (Sociology), Timothy
Guinnane (Economics), Alice Kaplan (French), Paul Kennedy (History), John MacKay
(Slavic Languages & Literatures; Film & Media Studies), Lawrence Manley (English), Ivan
Marcus (History; Religious Studies), Millicent Marcus (Italian Studies), Isabela Mares
(Political Science), Stefanie Markovits (English), John Merriman (History), Alan Mikhail
(History), Samuel Moyn (Law; History), William Nordhaus (Economics; School of the
Environment), Paul North (German), Mark Peterson (History), David Quint (English;
Comparative Literature), Douglas Rogers (Anthropology), Pierre Saint-Amand (French),
Maurice Samuels (French), Timothy Snyder (History), Peter Swenson (Political
Science), Katie Trumpener (Comparative Literature; English), Jesús Velasco (Spanish &
Portuguese), Miroslav Volf (Divinity), Kirk Wetters (German), James Whitman (Law),
Fabrizio Zilibotti (Economics)

Associate Professors Jennifer Allen (History), Paola Bertucci (History), Molly Brunson
(Slavic Languages & Literatures), Marcela Echeverri (History), Emily Erikson (Sociology),
Isaac Nakhimovsky (History; Humanities), Ayesha Ramachandran (Comparative
Literature), William Rankin (History), Marci Shore (History)

Assistant Professors Sergei Antonov (History), Marijeta Bozovic (Slavic Languages
& Literatures; Film & Media Studies; Women’s, Gender, & Sexuality Studies), Jinyi Chu
(Slavic Languages & Literatures), Marcel Elias (English), José-Antonio Espín-Sánchez
(Economics), Cormac O’Dea (Economics), Samuel Hodgkin (Comparative Literature),
Giulia Oskian (Political Science), Carolyn Roberts (African American Studies; History;
History of Science & Medicine)

Lecturers Paris Aslanidis (Hellenic Studies; Political Science), George Syrimis (Hellenic
Studies; Religious Studies)
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Senior Lectors Irina Dolgova (Slavic Languages & Literatures), Marion Gehlker
(German), Krystyna Illakowicz (Slavic Languages & Literatures), Maria Kaliambou
(Hellenic Studies), Ruth Koizim (French), Constantine Muravnik (Slavic Languages
& Literatures), Julia Titus (Slavic Languages & Literatures), Karen von Kunes (Slavic
Languages & Literatures)

The European Studies Council at the MacMillan Center promotes innovative research
on Europe’s past and present in the context of regional and global interactions. The
council collaborates with schools and departments throughout Yale to support faculty,
students, and visiting scholars by sharing their interdisciplinary expertise on European
affairs with the broader public. The council aims to foster a wider understanding
of Europe as both a place and an idea, reflecting the evolving nature of the region
and its network of connections throughout the world. The geographical scope of the
council’s activities extends from Ireland to Italy, and from Portugal to the lands of
the former Soviet Union. The council’s definition of Europe transcends conventional
divisions between Western, Central, and Eastern Europe, and includes the Balkans
and Russia. The U.S. Department of Education has repeatedly designated the council a
National Resource Center and a FLAS Center under its HEA Title VI program. Further
information on the council and the Graduate Certificate of Concentration in European
Studies is provided under Non-Degree-Granting Programs, Councils, and Research
Institutes in this bulletin.

The council administers an M.A. program in European and Russian Studies (E&RS).
This M.A. program is unusual in its embrace of all of Europe, east as well as west. The
program allows students to choose a regional focus while also ensuring familiarity with
those parts of Europe outside of that focus. As an interdisciplinary program, the E&RS
M.A. allows for concentration in a variety of humanities (languages, literatures, history,
art, music) and social science (political science, economics, sociology, anthropology)
disciplines, as well as law. The program is suited both to students who wish to pursue
further academic studies and to students interested in pursuing careers in policy,
journalism, teaching, human rights, development, and NGOs.

Fields of Study
European languages and literatures; economics; history; human rights; journalism;
law; music; policy; political science; sociology; and other social sciences.

Special Requirements for the M.A. Degree
All students must complete sixteen graduate-level term courses (or their equivalent)
related to European and Russian studies. When applying to the program, students will
specify either Russia and Eastern Europe, or Western and Central Europe, as an area
of primary concentration. For students focusing on Russia and East Europe, two of
the sixteen required courses (excluding language courses) must concern the nations of
Western and Central Europe. For those focusing on Western and Central Europe, two
courses must concern Russia and Eastern Europe. Students are further required to take
at least one course in at least three of the four broadly-defined fields of study relevant
to the program: history (including history of art, history of science, and history of
music), literature, social sciences, and law. Additionally, in their first year, students
must enroll in one course focusing on methodology in a chosen discipline (e.g., history,
comparative literature, sociology, anthropology, political science).

http://catalog.yale.edu/gsas/non-degree-granting-programs-councils-research-institutes/whitney-betty-macmillan-center-international-area-studies/european-studies-council/
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Only one of the sixteen graduate-level term courses may be taken for audit. Courses
graded Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory cannot be counted toward the sixteen-course
requirement of the program. All students must meet the minimum Graduate School
grade requirement of an overall grade average of High Pass, including a grade of
Honors in at least one one-credit graduate course (for students enrolled in one-year
programs), or in at least two one-credit graduate courses (for students enrolled in two-
year programs).

As a requirement for graduation, all students must demonstrate at least L4 proficiency
in two modern European languages other than English. These two languages must
include at least one directly related to their area of concentration—i.e. students focusing
on Russia and Eastern Europe will need to demonstrate knowledge of Russian or an
East European language; those focusing on Western and Central Europe will need to
demonstrate knowledge of one of the appropriate regional languages.

A maximum of four of the sixteen courses required for completion of the degree may
consist of language courses, even though these courses have undergraduate course
numbers and undergraduate grading modes. In order to count towards the degree,
these language classes must be taken for a grade, not for audit. Further undergraduate-
level language classes, beyond these four, can be taken for credit or audited, but will
not count towards the sixteen courses required for graduation. Graduate-level seminars
taught in language departments are unaffected by this four-course maximum; these are
counted as regular graduate courses.

Students already possessing language skills must arrange to receive certification of
proficiency by the relevant language department. Most oen this involves completing
a placement or proficiency examination; in some cases, the director of graduate studies
may certify native language skills. Because each language department administers
these exams in its own way, students must make arrangements individually with
the appropriate departments. Students with Russian competence must receive
the grade of 1+ or higher on the ACTFL/ETS Rating Scale as administered by the
Slavic Languages and Literatures department at Yale, including reading, oral, and
grammar portions. Students who have met the European language proficiency degree
requirement may study a non-European language provided the courses are approved by
the DGS.

As part of the program’s commitment to outreach, each MA student is required to lead
at least one seminar or give one lecture on his/her topic of interest to local secondary
school students. This can be arranged through Yale’s Office of New Haven Affairs
public school partnerships, or depending on the topic, through the Fortunoff Video
Archive for Holocaust Testimonies curriculum development program.

In all cases, students will comply with the Policies and Regulations of the Yale Graduate
School of Arts and Sciences, especially regarding degree requirements and academic
standing.

Through agreements negotiated by the MacMillan Center, the European Studies
Council offers joint master’s degrees with the Law School, the School of Management,
the School of the Environment, and the School of Public Health. Application for
admission must be made to both the Graduate School and the desired professional
school, with notation made on each application that the applicant would like to be

http://catalog.yale.edu/gsas/policies-regulations/
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considered for the joint-degree program. Refer to http://macmillan.yale.edu/academic-
programs/joint-degree-programs and contact the European Studies DGS for up-to-
date information.

The Master’s Thesis
A master’s thesis is required. The topic must be approved by the DGS and the thesis
advised by a faculty member with expertise in the chosen topic. M.A. students must
register for E&RS 950, which may not be taken for audit and is counted toward the
sixteen required courses. For the purposes of preparatory research, students may
register for one additional independent study with their potential adviser in a semester
prior to taking E&RS 950. The master’s thesis must be submitted in accordance with
departmental guidelines; it is due in two copies in the student’s second year on a date in
early April as specified by the council.

Program materials are available upon request to the European Studies Council, Yale
University, PO Box 208206, New Haven CT 06520-8206.

Courses
E&RS 540b / WGSS 825b, Decolonizing Europe  Fatima El-Tayeb
Decolonial theory imagines a world different from the one created by the dominance of
Western modernity. However, it is not necessarily obvious what Europe can contribute
to this process, as the decentering of Europe and its intellectual traditions are tenets
of decolonial theory; the continent is arguably the only one in which Europeans do
not appear as colonizers. In this class, following authors such as Aimé Césaire, Stuart
Hall, and Houria Bouteldja, we approach Europe as a space that is key to the global
process of decolonization. A return of land in the former colonies that includes actual
sovereignty instead of exploitative postcolonial relationships would fundamentally
change the European economy, which is built on a model of prosperity at the expense
of non-Europeans, justified through a model of meritocracy that makes invisible the
violence of the colonial project. But beyond that, Europe as a concept collapses without
a colonial framework—what Europe stands for today (and has since early modernity)
would be meaningless without the Western knowledge model that decoloniality aims
to dismantle. So, what would a different, decolonized Europe look like? For potential
answers, we turn to the practices of European activists and artists of color such as
the French Indigènes de la République, the German Romani Phen, Spain’s Diásporas
Críticas, and others. Among our themes are Europe’s investment in whiteness,
museums and the question of repatriation of artifacts and human remains, queer Roma
artists in Eastern Europe and the postsocialist legacy, and the so-called refugee crisis
and reparations.

E&RS 940a or b, Independent Study  Staff
By arrangement with faculty.

E&RS 950a or b, Master’s Thesis  Staff
By arrangement with faculty.

http://macmillan.yale.edu/academic-programs/joint-degree-programs/
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