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Course Descriptions

Descriptions that appear on Yale Course Search should be relatively short so that 

readers can skim them quickly. Ideally, course descriptions are between fifty and two 

hundred words. While this length may not cover the full scope of the course, a well-

written course description can provide an informative and interesting introduction for 

students trying to identify the courses they might like to take. In addition to the course 

description, instructors are encouraged to provide additional information on Canvas 

before course registration begins.

The course description ought to indicate the scope and nature of the course, a 

representative sampling of the topics it will cover, the approach it will pursue, and any 

special background it presumes. Information about papers or examinations and about 

the actual mechanics of a course is best conveyed in the syllabus or on Canvas. But any 

unusual feature of a course that students should be aware of, either in its format or in 

the background it requires, ought to be included (e.g., prerequisites, auditions, and 

extended field trips).

Course descriptions and titles are sometimes edited for brevity and cogency. In keeping 

with YCPS style, future tense is changed to present tense and jargon is typically 

removed. If the editor queries the meaning or tone of a course description or title, 

the query is often addressed to both the DUS and the instructor. The DUS may be 

asked to work with new instructors to ensure clear and concise course descriptions and 

meaningful course titles.

See also Course Titles and Descriptions under Proposals for New Courses and for 

Changes in Existing Courses.

Inclusive language guide

The University Registrar's O0ce in collaboration with the Poorvu Center has amended 

the CourseLeaf Inclusive Language guide to provide you the opportunity to ensure 

your course descriptions use language that is in keeping with our Diversity, Equity, 

Inclusion, and Belonging initiatives. This is merely a guide, with the knowledge that 

language is a living thing and that these terms especially are evolving constantly. If you 

feel there is additional terminology that should be added to this list or an inaccurate 

description, please write to Beth Baumgartel (beth.baumgartel@yale.edu).

The Registrar's O0ce can run a report highlighting any words in the guide that 

appear in the course description of courses o3ered in a particular term. If you would 

like a report on the courses o3ered by your department, contact Beth Baumgartel

(beth.baumgartel@yale.edu).
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