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FIELDS OF STUDY

Computational biology and biomedical informatics (CB&B) is a rapidly developing
multidisciplinary field. The past two decades have witnessed a revolution in the
biological and biomedical sciences driven by the development of technologies such as
high-dimensional phenotypic profiling, next-generation sequencing, macromolecular
structure determination and high-resolution imaging, wearable sensor devices, and
large-scale electronic health records. These data-generation technologies demand
new computational analysis approaches, which, in turn, have given rise to the field of
computational biology and biomedical informatics (CB&B).

The Yale Computational Biology and Biomedical Informatics program combines
research training opportunities in a range of different fields within the biological and
biomedical sciences, in addition to the computational sciences, applied mathematics,
statistics, and data science. The scope and balance of a student's program are highly
individualized. Each student in the CB&B program develops, with the assistance of
faculty advisers, a specific program of coursework, independent reading, and research
that gives a depth of coverage and fits their background, interests, and career goals.

To enter the Ph.D. program, students apply to the CB&B Track within the
interdepartmental graduate program in Biological and Biomedical Sciences
(BBS), https://medicine.yale.edu/bbs.

INTEGRATED GRADUATE PROGRAM IN PHYSICAL AND
ENGINEERING BIOLOGY (PEB)

Students applying to one of the tracks of the Biological and Biomedical Sciences
program may simultaneously apply to be part of the PEB program. See the description
under Non-Degree-Granting Programs, Councils, and Research Institutes for course
requirements, and http://peb.yale.edu for more information about the benefits of this
program and application instructions.

SPECIAL REQUIREMENTS FOR THE PH.D. DEGREE

With the help of a faculty advisory committee, each student plans a program that
includes courses, seminars, laboratory rotations, and independent reading. Students
are expected to gain competence in three core areas: (1) computational biology

and biomedical informatics, (2) biological sciences, and (3) informatics (including
computer science, applied mathematics, statistics, and data science). While the courses
taken to satisfy the core areas of competency may vary considerably, all students are
required to take the following courses: CB&B 740 and CB&B 752. CB&B requires
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a minimum of ten course credits. Completion of the core curriculum will typically
take three to four terms, depending in part on the prior training of the student. With
approval of the CB&B director of graduate studies (DGS), students may take one

or two undergraduate courses to satisfy areas of minimum expected competency.
Students will typically take two to three courses each term and three research rotations
(CB&B 711, CB&B 712, CB&B 713) during the first year. In addition to all other
requirements, students must successfully complete CB&B 601, Fundamentals of
Research: Responsible Conduct of Research, (or another course that covers the
material) prior to the end of their first year of study. After the first year, students will
start working in the laboratory of their Ph.D. thesis supervisor. Students must pass a
qualifying examination normally given no later than the end of the third year. There

is no foreign language requirement. Students will serve as teaching assistants in two
terms. In their fourth year of study, all students must successfully complete B&BS 503,
RCR Refresher for Senior BBS Students.

M.D.-PH.D. STUDENTS

Students pursuing the joint M.D.-Ph.D. degrees must satisfy the course requirements
listed above for Ph.D. students. With approval of the DGS, some courses taken toward
the M.D. degree can be counted toward the ten required course credits. Such courses
must have a graduate course number, and the student must register for them as
graduate courses (in which grades are received). Laboratory rotations are available but
not required. One teaching assistantship is required.

MASTER’S DEGREE

Terminal Master’s Degree Program Students can be admitted for a terminal M.S.
degree in Computational Biology and Biomedical Informatics with the goal of

gaining competency in three core areas: (1) computational biology and biomedical
informatics, (2) biomedical sciences, (3) informatics (including computer science,
applied mathematics, statistics, and data science). This is a two-year program. Students
must complete nine courses at Yale, including at least three graduate CB&B courses
(including CB&B 740 and CB&B 752), two graduate courses in the biological sciences,
two graduate courses in areas of informatics, and two additional courses in any of the
three core areas. In addition, M.S. students must take a one-term graduate seminar on
research ethics and attend a CB&B seminar series. Finally, students must meet all of
the Graduate School’s requirements for the two-year terminal M.S. degree.

Terminal M.S. degree students are also expected to complete an M.S. project, write a
research paper describing it, and defend the project in a seminar where they present
the project and answer questions about the project as well as demonstrate breadth
knowledge of their coursework and track of study. The paper is evaluated by the
student’s research supervisor and a second reader from the CB&B faculty. Students are
expected to identify a faculty member to supervise the M.S. project by the end of the
first year or early in the second year. Completion of the research paper is facilitated by
enrolling in CB&B 650.

M.S. (en route to the Ph.D.) Students enrolled in the Ph.D. program may be
awarded an M.S. degree en route as they satisfy the requirements for the Ph.D. degree.
To qualify for the awarding of the en route M.S. degree a student must (1) complete
two years (four terms) of study in the Ph.D. program; (2) complete the required
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course work for the Ph.D. program, with ten required course credits taken at Yale
including three successful research rotations; and (3) meet the Graduate School’s grade
requirements.



