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Classical Civilization (CLCV)

* CLCV 0531a / HIST 0724a, The Age of Cleopatra  Joseph Manning
This course introduces students to historical method using a pivotal and fascinating 
period in Mediterranean history. This course goes far beyond the typical framework, 
mainly from Roman sources, to examine Egypt in the age of Cleopatra, 50-30 BCE 
and the much wider world. We examine the reception of Cleopatra through the lens of 
women's history.  Enrollment is limited to first-year students.   WR, HU

* CLCV 0595a / ENGL 0776a / HIST 0289, Edward Gibbon's Decline and Fall of the 
Roman Empire  Andrew Johnston

This course, a discussion-oriented first-year seminar, explores through close readings 
the 18th-century British historian Edward Gibbon's magnum opus, The History of 
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, with two main sets of questions in mind: 
Firstly, what is Gibbon's picture of the world of the Roman Empire and the processes 
of historical change, how do account for it, and how accurate is it?  And secondly, what 
is interesting and important about Gibbon's methodology, language, and rhetoric, 
how do we understand these elements of his work in his own intellectual and historical 
context, and what is the influence of his work upon the course of historical writing? 
Enrollment limited to first-year students. No knowledge of Roman history is required.  
    WR, HU

CLCV 1711a / ARCG 1161a / HSAR 3247a, Art and Myth in Greek Antiquity  Milette 
Gaifman

Visual exploration of Greek mythology through the study of ancient Greek art 
and architecture. Greek gods, heroes, and mythological scenes foundational to 
Western culture; the complex nature of Greek mythology; how art and architecture 
rendered myths ever present in ancient Greek daily experience; ways in which visual 
representations can articulate stories. Use of collections in the Yale University Art 
Gallery.   HU  0 Course cr

CLCV 1901a / PHIL 1125a, Introduction to Ancient Philosophy  Brad Inwood
An introduction to ancient philosophy, beginning with the earliest pre-Socratics, 
concentrating on Plato and Aristotle, and including a brief foray into Hellenistic 
philosophy. Intended to be taken in conjunction with PHIL 1126, previously PHIL 126. 
  WR, HU  0 Course cr

* CLCV 2391a / NELC 1690a, Visible Language: The Origins of Writing in 
Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt  Klaus Wagensonner

Exploration of writing in the ancient Near East and the profound eects this new 
method of communication had on human society. Focus on Egypt and Mesopotamia, 
where advanced writing systems first developed and were used for millennia, with 
consideration of Chinese, Mayan, and Indus Valley writing systems as well. Previously 
NELC 168.   HU

CLCV 2402b / HIST 1700b, Alexander the Great and the Hellenistic World  Joseph 
Manning

The history and culture of the ancient world between the rise of Macedonian 
imperialism in the fourth century B.C.E. and the annexation of Egypt by Augustus in 
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30 B.C.E. Particular attention to Alexander, one of the most important figures in world 
history, and to the definition of "Hellenism."   HU  0 Course cr

CLCV 2575a / HIST 2225a, Roman Law  Noel Lenski
Basic principles of Roman law and their applications to the social and economic history 
of antiquity and to the broader history of international law. Topics include the history 
of persons and things, inheritance, crime and tort, and legal procedure. Questions of 
social and economic history and the history of jurisprudence from the fifth century 
B.C.E. to the present.   HU  0 Course cr

* CLCV 3691a / HELN 3000a / HIST 3242a / WGSS 2293a, The Olympic Games, 
Ancient and Modern  George Syrimis

Introduction to the history of the Olympic Games from antiquity to the present. The 
mythology of athletic events in ancient Greece and the ritual, political, and social 
ramifications of the actual competitions. The revival of the modern Olympic movement 
in 1896, the political investment of the Greek state at the time, and specific games as 
they illustrate the convergence of athletic cultures and sociopolitical transformations in 
the twentieth century.   HU

* CLCV 3902b / PHIL 4499b, Before Socrates  Brad Inwood
The origins of Greek philosophy lie in the period before Socrates and Plato. The 
so-called Presocratics set up many of the questions developed by Plato: the nature 
of being, the structure of matter, human knowledge and its limitations, causation, 
etc. Three of the most important early Greek thinkers are studied in this course: 
Heraclitus, Parmenides, and Empedocles. Knowledge of ancient Greek is not required. 
Prerequisites: PHIL 125, CLCV 125 or the fall semester of Directed Studies Philosophy. 
  WR, HU

* CLCV 3910a / EP&E 3341a / HUMS 2210a / PHIL 3380a / PLSC 3341a, Plato  Daniel 
Schillinger

In this Interpretations seminar on Plato, we read the Alcibiades I, Laches, Protagoras, 
Symposium, Phaedrus, and Statesman–rich and complex dialogues that are rarely 
taught at the undergraduate level. These texts display Plato's philosophical and literary 
range, from his so-called early or Socratic period to his late, almost univocal style. 
At the same time, the dialogues address a family of questions about virtue, eros, 
and political rule. Reading Plato across the dialogues, we also raise methodological 
questions and engage with relevant secondary literature. Previous coursework on Plato 
in Directed Studies, Political Science, or Philosophy is expected.    WR, HU

* CLCV 4995a, Independent Tutorial in Classical Civilization  Egbert Bakker
For students who wish to pursue a specialized subject in classical civilization not 
otherwise covered in courses. Students are expected to provide a detailed reading list 
and a clear outline of their project early in the term. The work should result in a term 
paper or examination. A limited number of these courses may be oered toward the 
major. Readings in translation. Oered subject to faculty availability.

* CLCV 4998a and CLCV 4999b, Senior Tutorial in Classical Civilization  Pauline 
LeVen

Tutorial for seniors in Classical Civilization. As a culminating experience in the 
major, the student completes under the supervision of a faculty member an original 
research project, intensive language and literature study, or a creative endeavor. To 
register, the student must submit a written plan of study for approval by the director of 



Classical Civilization (CLCV)         3

undergraduate studies and the faculty instructor. Fulfills the senior requirement for the 
B.A. degree. Enrollment limited to senior students majoring in Classical Civilization.


