South Asian Studies (SAST) 1

SOUTH ASIAN STUDIES (SAST)

* SAST o210a / HIST 0737a, History of Indian Ocean Crossings Nurfadzilah Yahaya
This seminar explores the history of the Indian Ocean from the Red Sea region to
South Asia, and onward to Southeast Asia through two creative works by Amitav
Ghosh. The first work is In an Antique Land, an autobiographical account of his time in
Egypt as an anthropologist in the late twentieth century that he interspersed with that
of the history of a Jewish merchant in Aden and Malabar in the twelfth century when
Indian Ocean trade formed the backbone of international economy. The second book,
Sea of Poppies is the first novel in his epic trilogy on the Indian Ocean, which traces the
journey of a diverse group people from the Indian subcontinent to Southeast Asia and
China during the nineteenth century. This seminar breaks out of conventional regional
fields by closely following historical actors on the ground. Each session explores
several core themes for historical research namely commerce, mobility, labor, climate,
cosmopolitanism, colonialism, and modernization. Enrollment limited to first-year
students. Preregistration required; see under First-Year Seminar Program. WR, HU

SAST 2240b / HIST 1486b, India and Pakistan since 1947 Rohit De

Introduction to the history of the Indian subcontinent from 1947 to the present. Focus
on the emergence of modern forms of life and thought, the impact of the partition on

state and society, and the challenges of democracy and development. Transformations
of society, economy, and culture; state building; economic policy. HU o Course cr

* SAST 2590b / MUSI 2480b, Music of South Asia Ameera Nimjee

An introduction to some of the music traditions that hail from South Asia—a region
defined by the countries of India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Bangladesh, Bhutan,
Afghanistan, Maldives, and their diasporas. “Music” in this course is considered
broadly, and refers to performance and ritual traditions in which music, movement,
dance, poetry, and theater all figure. The course approaches music from the disciplinary
vantage point of ethnomusicology, where music is studied with respect to its complex
intersections with culture, daily life, and society. Course content is introduced weekly
through a series of analytical lenses, such as gender, sexuality, caste, and migration,
through which South Asian music can be understood in their social and cultural
contexts. HU

* SAST 2620a or b / AMST 3303a or b / EP&E 247 / ER&M 3530a or b / FILM 2980a
or b, Digital War Madiha Tahir
From drones and autonomous robots to algorithmic warfare, virtual war gaming, and
data mining, digital war has become a key pressing issue of our times and an emerging
field of study. This course provides a critical overview of digital war, understood as the
relationship between war and digital technologies. Modern warfare has been shaped
by digital technologies, but the latter have also been conditioned through modern
conflict: DARPA (the research arm of the US Department of Defense), for instance, has
innovated aspects of everything from GPS, to stealth technology, personal computing,
and the Internet. Shifting beyond a sole focus on technology and its makers, this class
situates the historical antecedents and present of digital war within colonialism and
imperialism. We will investigate the entanglements between technology, empire, and
war, and examine how digital war —also sometimes understood as virtual or remote war
—has both shaped the lives of the targeted and been conditioned by imperial ventures.
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We will consider visual media, fiction, art, and other works alongside scholarly texts to
develop a multidiscpinary perspective on the past, present, and future of digital war.
none HU, SO

* SAST 2710a / ER&M 2661a / HUMS 27152 / RLST 3310a / TDPS 2034a, Hindu
Worlds Through Narratives Shiva Sai Ram Urella
This course introduces students to the vast and varied world of the Puranas, a genre
that has shaped Hindu thought, practice, and imagination for over a millennium.
Encompassing cosmology, genealogy, theology, ritual performances, and narrative
art, the Puranas defy easy classification. They have been written, recited, performed,
painted, danced, engraved, sung, and translated across languages, regions, and
centuries —and they continue to be living texts in contemporary South Asia. Through
a combination of primary sources in translation and scholarly analyses, we examine
how Puranic narratives construct worlds: how they organize time and space, articulate
notions of power, imagine the nature of the divine, conceptualize distinct devotional
theologies, advertise pilgrimages, and negotiate questions of gender, caste, and regional
belonging. We move between Sanskrit, Telugu, Tamil, Bengali, Kannada, and Marathi
contexts and attend to the material and performative lives of these texts as scroll
paintings, temple myths, oral performances, manuscripts, and ritual repertoires that
informed lived religious contexts. The course asks not only what the Puranas are but
also how they have been used, by whom, and to what ends they have been mobilized in
both pre-modern and modern times. HU

* SAST 3030b / ANTH 4883b, In Ordinary Fashion Jane Lynch
Clothing fashions not only our bodies but also our experiences in and claims about
the world. It has been used to define the nature and radical possibilities of indigeneity,
anti-colonial nationalism, counter-cultural narratives, and capitalist critiques. At the
same time, dress—and its social and legal regulation-also creates and reinforces social
hierarchies, systems of morality, and forms of exclusion. This course centers these
competing social realities and histories using clothing as a way into understanding
the poetics and politics of everyday life. Readings include ethnographies and social
histories of textiles, fashion, and the manufacture of garments including cases from
India, Guatemala, Italy, China, Sri Lanka, Bangladesh, Trinidad, and the United States.
SO

* SAST 3450a / GLBL 226 / PLSC 3108a, National Security in India in the Twenty-
first Century Sushant Singh
This course examines the state and dynamics of national security in India in the past
two decades. As an emergent power, India is an important country in Asia, with its
economic and geo-political strength noticed globally. A major share of the country’s
heft comes from its national security paradigm which has undergone a significant shift
in the twenty-first century. This course intends to take a holistic look at the conceptions
for the basis of India's national security, its evolution, the current challenges and its
future course by exploring its various dimensions such as China, Pakistan, global
powers, Indian Ocean region, Kashmir, nuclear weapons, civil-military relations and
defense preparedness. SO

* SAST 3480a / PLSC 3469a, The Politics of Contemporary India Adam Auerbach
India is home to one-sixth of the world’s population. It is the world’s largest democracy
and one of its biggest economies. Since gaining independence from colonial rule in
1947, India has made important strides in reducing poverty, expanding public services,
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and boosting literacy, public health, and public infrastructure. India, however, presents
a range of serious governance and development challenges. Its public institutions

are often described as unresponsive to citizen needs, in part due to shortcomings in
representation and capacity. Stubborn inequalities persist across ethnic and gender
lines, fragmenting economic opportunity and political voice. Cities in India are
rapidly growing without adequate planning. As a consequence, millions of people
reside in India’s urban slums, defined by their informality and lack of access to basic
public services. Climate change shocks —heat waves, flooding, drought—are expected
to increase in frequency and severity, hampering development. Air pollution is
causing alarming health crises and inadequate waste management is contaminating
soil and water. The guiding objective of this course is for students to gain a deep
understanding of political trends in post-1947 India. To situate the course’s material in
larger theoretical frameworks, we will concurrently examine several major themes in
comparative politics, including democratization, federalism, decentralization, electoral
politics, ethnic conflict, gender, environmental politics, and the political economy of
development. Therefore, in addition to area studies knowledge, students will build
further expertise in comparative politics. Students will be expected to demonstrate
effective writing, rigorous analytical thinking, and conceptual precision.

SAST 3490a / HIST 2788a / PLSC 2381a, The Politics of Empire Nazmul Sultan
Modern European empires fundamentally transformed the political history of much

of theworld. They acted as agents of globalization, intensified geopolitical rivalries,
andintroduced entirely new forms of politicaldomination.Although decolonization
broughtimperial rule to a formal close, the political questions thrown up by the age

of empirecontinue to shape politics and political thought across theglobe. This course
examines the history and politics of empire, with equal attention to European and non-
European politicalthought.Readings include Rousseau, Burke, Gandhi, Ambedkar, and
James, amongothers. so o Course cr

* SAST 3620b / HIST 2440b / RLST 3210b, Hindus and Muslims in South Asia
Supriya Gandhi

Study of engagements between Hindu and Muslim traditions in South Asia from

medieval to modern times. Exploration of historical case studies of Hindu-Muslim

relations and the formation of religious identities, as well as how memories of the past

intersect with modern discourses on religion and politics. HU

* SAST 3760a / ANTH 2252a / RLST 33004, Religion, Place, and Space Staff

This seminar explores why ‘placemaking’ is significant for practitioners of various
religions worldwide. From the holy city of Mecca to the sacred landscape of Banaras
in India, religious traditions are tethered to sacred geographies. These locations are
often physical sites imbued with sacred energies and social meaning. Religious activities
can occur in churches or mosques, forests or mountains, community centers, public
squares, or homes. The course materials consider specific religious sites and contexts
(including those on the Yale campus), examining how these places simultaneously
become sites of worship, articulations of identity and heritage, claims of political
significance, and hubs of social and emotional life. Special attention is given to

how space and place are gendered, racialized, and shaped by emotions, senses, and
memories. HU, SO
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* SAST 4200a / ER&M 3576a / HIST 3467a / WGSS 3467a, Feminist and Queer
Histories of Modern South Asia Jiya Pandya
Beginning from the recognition that gender, sexuality, and the body are contextually
specific and historically produced, in this upper-level history seminar, we chart
a feminist and queer trajectory of South Asia's history in the 19th, 20th, and 21st
centuries. Unpacking the roles of femininity, masculinity, family, and reproduction as
sites of power in imperial, nationalist, and postcolonial politics, we investigate how
our narratives of history deepen when we make the gendered and sexed body central
to them. To understand the complex negotiations of various imperial, nationalist,
and subaltern historical actors in this period, we consider the perspectives of multi-
disciplinary scholars and engage with essential textual and multimedia primary
sources. Together, we work to foster ethical engagement with historical subjects and to
understand the lasting legacies of colonial and postcolonial engagements with gender
and sexuality on the social and political worlds of South Asia today. WR, HU

* SAST 4210b / HIST 3758b, Environmentalism from the Global South Sunil Amrith
Most histories of the environmental movement still privilege the American

and European experience. This research seminar examines the diverse forms of
environmental thought and activism that have emerged from the global South —
drawing examples from Asia, Africa, the Middle East, and Latin America— since

the early twentieth century. The course examines: the environmental legacies of
colonialism, the role of ecology in anticolonial movements, early articulations of
environmental justice in the 1970s, the role of violence and repression in state
responses to environmental activism, the rise of increasingly networked environmental
movements from the Global South that made themselves heard at the Rio Earth
Summit of 1992 —which took place 30 years ago, and the moral and political histories
that underpin the negotiating stance of countries of the Global South in climate change
negotiations. This class makes extensive use of primary sources, including material
from the Yale collections and it straddles the boundaries between environmental,
intellectual, and political history. WR, HU

* SAST 4740a / ENGL 4838a / HIST 3441a, The Novel and the Nation: Reading India
in Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy Priyasha Mukhopadhyay and Rohit De
This course pairs two interconnected phenomena: the rise of the Indian Republic and
the birth of the postcolonial novel. Over the course of the semester, we read a single
primary text: Vikram Seth’s A Suitable Boy (1993). Set in the 1950s in the aftermath
of India’s Independence and Partition, Seth’s encyclopaedic novel is the story of four
families brought together by a mother’s search for a “suitable boy” for her daughter to
marry. In the process, it builds a microcosm of an Indian society coming to terms with
postcolonial statechood and weighing the aftereffects of British colonialism. Entwined
in its plot about marriage, love, and relationships are some of the most urgent cultural
and political concerns facing the new nation: legislative changes and land reforms,
the violent aftermath of the Partition, secularism tainted by communal tensions, the
disintegration of courtly forms of sociality, the reconstruction of city life, and the
fate of the English novel in the postcolonial classroom. We read A Suitable Boy as
literary critics and historians, pairing close readings of language and literary form with
historical scholarship. Over the course of our discussions, we address the following
questions: what is the relationship between the nation, the novel, and identity in the
postcolonial world? How do we read narratives of “nation building” as literary and
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cultural constructions? What do we make of “literature” and “history” as disciplinary

categories and formations? The seminar introduces students to methods of literary

criticism and textual studies, and teaches them how to read a range of primary sources,

from legislative debates, bureaucratic reports, newspapers, poetry, cinema, and radio.
HU

* SAST 4750a / AMST 3350a / ER&M 35192 / TDPS 3029a, Drama in Diaspora: South
Asian American Theater and Performance Shilarna Stokes
South Asian Americans have appeared on U.S. stages since the late nineteenth century,
yet only in the last quarter century have plays and performances by South Asian
Americans begun to dismantle dominant cultural representations of South Asian and
South Asian American communities and to imagine new ways of belonging. This
seminar introduces you to contemporary works of performance (plays, stand-up sets,
multimedia events) written and created by U.S.-based artists of South Asian descent
as well as artists of the South Asian diaspora whose works have had an impact on U.S.
audiences. With awareness that the South Asian American diaspora comprises multiple,
contested, and contingent identities, we investigate how artists have worked to manifest
complex representations of South Asian Americans onstage, challenge institutional and
professional norms, and navigate the perils and pleasures of becoming visible. No prior
experience with or study of theater/performance required. Students in all years and
majors welcome. HU



