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Portuguese

Director of undergraduate studies: Kenneth David Jackson
(k.jackson@yale.edu); span-port.yale.edu

Portuguese is taught at Yale as part of the Department of Spanish and Portuguese.

The major in Portuguese is a liberal arts major intended to develop competence in the
Portuguese language and to provide students with a comprehensive knowledge of the
literatures and cultures of Portugal, Brazil, and African and Asian lands of Portuguese
language or influence.

Prerequisite

Students begin the study of Portuguese with PORT 110, 125, or S112. Aer two years of
Portuguese language study, or equivalent, students have sufficient proficiency to take
advanced courses in Luso-Brazilian literature and culture.

The prerequisite for the major is PORT 130 or the equivalent.

Placement Procedures

All students who have not yet taken Portuguese at Yale are expected to take the
departmental placement test, with the exception of students who have no previous
knowledge of Portuguese whatsoever. The departmental placement test covers reading,
writing, speaking, and listening skills. See the department website for placement test
times and details.

Requirements of the Major

The requirements of the Portuguese major consist of ten term courses beyond the
prerequisite. Students must take at least five term courses in the literatures or cultures
of the Portuguese world. In completing their programs, students may elect up to four
courses in other languages and literatures, anthropology, history, or history of art, or
from study abroad, that are related to their field of study and approved by the director
of undergraduate studies (DUS). 

Senior Requirement 

All majors must present a senior essay. The essay is written in PORT 491 and/or 492. A
maximum of two credits counts toward the major.

Advising

Juniors and seniors majoring in Portuguese may, with the permission of the instructor
and the director of graduate studies, enroll in graduate courses in Portuguese.

SUMMARY OF MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
Prerequisite PORT 130 or equivalent

Number of courses 10 term courses beyond prereq (incl senior essay course)

Distribution of courses At least five term courses in literatures or cultures of the
Portuguese world
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Substitution permitted With DUS permission, up to 4 relevant courses from other
depts or from study abroad

Senior requirement Senior essay (PORT 491 and/or 492)

Courses
PORT 110a, Elementary Portuguese I  Staff
Basic vocabulary and fundamentals of grammar through practice in speaking, reading,
and writing, with stress on audio-lingual proficiency. Introduces Brazilian and
Portuguese culture and civilization.  L1  RP  1½ Course cr

PORT 130a, Intermediate Portuguese I  Staff
Contemporary and colloquial usage of Portuguese in the spoken and written language
of Brazil. Grammar review and writing practice. Readings on Brazilian society and
history are used to build vocabulary. Exercises develop students' oral command of the
language.  L3  RP  1½ Course cr

* PORT 352a / CPLT 657a / LITR 256a / PORT 652a, Clarice Lispector: The Short
Stories  Kenneth David Jackson

This course is a seminar on the complete short stories of Clarice Lispector (1920-1977),
a master of the genre and one of the major authors of twentieth-century Brazil known
for existentialism, mysticism and feminism.  WR, HU  Tr

* PORT 380a / LITR 221a, Fernando Pessoa  Kenneth David Jackson
Survey of the main facets of Pessoa's works and consideration of the principal theories
and interpretations of his complex literary universe. Reading knowledge of Portuguese
is essential, however students may supplement his texts with translations in English,
Spanish, French, or Italian.   WR, HU


